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New Orleans, La., Saturday, November 18, 1972 


The Southern tragedy 


V'The death of two youths at South- 
ern University in a confrontation 
:<>* the Baton Rouge campus be- 
'^Vteen students and law enforce- 
ment officials was tragic and 
^rved only to underscore the terri- 
ble price that forceful protest often 
^®iacts. 

U^tyany students obviously felt they 
.were justified in seizing temporary 
'■•control of the university’s adminis- 
tration building, but, having done 
'they set in motion a chain of 
-'action which, given the events of 
*he past few weeks, was bound to 
-ifflid. to serious trouble. 

' ? Siis is not said to absolve law 
:4|ftforcement authorities of hasty 
^ indiscreet action if such, in 

t proves to be the case. But stu- 
s, no less than the law enforce- 
-flMUrt officers whom they often see 
as adversaries, must abide by the 
law or face the consequences. 

/•HfWe are not in a position to pass 
'lipon the validity of student com- 
plaints at Southern University. 
Where may be much to support the 
complaints. As a matter of general 


principle, however, we believe it is 
unrealistic for students, who spend 
but a brief time during their ma- 
turing years at an institution, to 
expect a significant degree of con- 
trol over its operation. And yet, 
youth is often outraged, and right- 
ly so, by the wrongs and hypocri- 
sies that older persons accept with 
world-weary resignation. The issue, 
in short, is not clear-cut. 

Finally, it is indisputable that, 
through the years, Louisiana has 
had two systems of public educa- 
tion, one black, one white, separate 
and unequal. This is the heart of 
the problem and until it is dealt 
with forthrightly restiveness and 
resentment will persist. 

We can only hope, therefore, 
that Thursday’s tragic incident 
will shock all of those concerned — 
the school’s administration, the 
State Board of Education, the gov- 
ernor and, most importantly, the 
students themselves — into an 
awareness that there is no reasona- 
ble alternative to a peaceful resolu- 
tion of the issues. 



